Complications of dorsal column stimulation.
The complications associated with 92 dorsal column stimulator implants are reported. They were of two types, technical and functional. In all there were 58 significant complications. Most technical complications were correctable but complications difficult to correct occurred in 26 patients. Late failure in stimulation was observed in 32 implants that had given excellent pain control for periods ranging from months to years. Improvements in the results of this procedure may be achieved by future technical developments and by clarification of physiological mechanisms.